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Artemis
Every year NASA hosts a design competition called 
Minority University Research and Education Project 
(MUREP) Innovative New Designs for Space (MINDS) 
� yes that�s an acronym-within-an-acronym! Seven 
MCC Engineering students (Michael Deyo, ME; 
Edward Rodriguez, ME; Ilyass Belaribia, EE; Judith 
Marcos, CE; Ollie Wess, EE; Solomon Stern, ME; 
and Jonathan Bonilla, ME) put together a proposal 
for a specialized anchoring system and won a 
$1500 grant to develop a prototype! �ey spent 
the spring semester designing, testing, and 
redesigning and retesting and ultimately created 
the Pleiades Anchor. �eir design won three 
di�erent awards including �rst in technical paper, 
�rst in informational poster, and second in overall 
presentation and design. �e team presented at 
the American Society for Engineering Education 
conference in Minneapolis and has already 
secured funding for the next round of competition 
for 2022-23.

Student Spotlight � Michael Deyo

Michael Deyo was born and raised in Waco and attended high school at 
Vanguard College Preparatory School. He had a passion for the natural 
sciences and decided to be an engineer. A�er high school, he studied 
engineering at University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), but had to 
leave in Spring 2017. Four years a�er he le� UTSA, Michael enrolled at 
MCC in Fall 2021. While at MCC, he participated in the NASA MINDS 
competition along with six of his fellow Highlanders and became a 
Supplemental Instructor (SI) for programming, all while slogging through 
a full load of classes! He graduated from MCC in Spring 2022, and 
returned to UTSA to complete his BS in Mechanical Engineering. Michael 
is once again competing in NASA MINDS, this time leading a team of 
students from UTSA!
�Having attended both a four-year university and a two-year community 
college, I�ve noticed just how di�erent they are,� he says. �Because the class 
sizes at MCC are smaller compared to those at a typical four-year, learning 
and interacting with professors is much more natural.� An unexpected 
bene�t? �Professors at MCC don�t have to do research to make money for 
the college, so they can focus on teaching and interacting with students.� 
We wish you the best of luck, Michael!

We are deeply saddened by the recent loss of Joe Bondeson, whose love of motorcycles and passion 
for �xing and tinkering made him a brilliant engineer and a valuable part of our alumni community.  
He will be dearly missed.

–  J O E  B O N D E S O N





�e end of the spring 2022 semester saw MCC 
Engineering students returning to Mars, speci�cally to 
the Mars Desert Research Station (MDRS) in Hanksville, 
Utah. Isai Licea (ME) and Benny Blanco (CE) spent two 
weeks living �in simulation,� eating shelf-stable food, 
and completing EVAs in spacesuits, all while collecting 
data to build a GIS map of the area. Under the guidance 
of another MCC student and City of Waco employee, 
Eric Pena (CE), Benny and Isai learned GIS tools and 
practiced on smaller projects before heading out to the 
desert. As Benny and Isai (the self-titled Texas twins) 
tell it: ��e mapping project has been very rewarding, 
allowing not only us but also the team to venture o� to 
the ends of the roads and deep into the canyons, giving 
us the ability to experience this Mars-like habitat to the 
fullest. Our two-week mission simulation was marvelous, 
it really felt real, and the crew was exceptional.� We are so 
proud of them!

Mars 101 
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Faculty Spotlight � Larry Benton
What do you get when you take a cowboy, add some 
science, and season with 23 years of working in the 
industry? Professor Benton! 
Raised on a small ranch in western Central Texas, 
Professor Benton grew up working cattle, farming, 
hunting, and �shing. But did you know he also has 
training in classical piano and played jazz saxophone 
through junior year of college? He received a BS in 
Chemistry (minor in Math) from Howard Payne 
University. In 1978, he bought a Heathkit H-8 computer 
kit, then taught himself assembly language and BASIC. 
Prof Benton ultimately earned an MS in Chemistry from 
Baylor University, building computer-controlled optics 
subsystems and designing related algorithms. He worked 
for Hercules Aerospace and Allergan before settling at 
Wilsonart International, where he developed and ran 
unique analysis using a plethora of instrumentation. 
During this time, he also received three patents for 
improvements to high pressure laminates: Embedded 
Antenna Connection Method and Aystem (2006), 
Holographically Enhanced Decorative Laminate (2003), 
and Electroluminescent High Pressure Laminate (2002). 
Teaching at MCC since 2009, he has taught most of the 

classes o�ered by the 
Chemistry Department. 
He went to the Mars 
Desert Research Station 
(MDRS) twice, once as 
a faculty member and 
again as a crew leader. 
He has taught and 
mentored many MCC 
students that have gone 
on to become medical 
doctors, pharmacists, 
physical therapists, 
and engineers. Most 
recently, he advised a 
team of students (Team 
Atlas) that competed 
in a national NASA 
engineering design 
competition (see elsewhere in the newsletter).
Says Prof. Benton, �Teaching at MCC has been one the 
most ful�lling endeavors I had the chance to experience 
in my life, and I look forward to many more years 
spending time with MCC students.�


