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MCC excels on national NASA stage 

Students conduct space research with design of engineering project 

Jul 22, 2025 

MCC's Team Pleiades, led by engineering professor April Andreas, from left, with students Jordyn Winter, Kandace 

Brown, Mike Baker, Mason Vanek, Brady Vanek, Vince lwuze and Peter Newcomer took home three awards in this 

year's NASA MINDS Challenge. 

MCC, PROVIDED 
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group of McLennan Comm unity College students recently was honored with

multiple awards for their work on yearlong project developing new ideas and 

strategies for NASA. 

MCC's Team Pleiades won first place in the research poster category; second place in 

the overall design, build and demonstration competition; and third place in the 

technical paper contest. McLennan was the only community college to win awards 

among a group of four-year universities. 

MUREP is a NASA initiative that aims to expand science, technology, engineering 

and math (STEM) opportunities to underrepresented and underserved students, 

including racial minorities, women and girls, and people with disabilities, with the 

goal of building a diverse workforce pipeline. 

MCC has consistently performed well in the NASA MINDS Challenge, taking home 

multiple first-place awards in 2022 and 2023 for a working model of an anchor that 

could be used in weightless microgravity environments. 

A

Dr. McKown and Ashley 

Cruseturner met with Ann Harder 

on July 21 for a recording of the 

Ann Harder Show podcast. Their 

episode is scheduled to air on 

August 7.
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Jenn Tobin 

5 years \\ith Sunshine Recovery House 

Tutoring Program Specialist at McLennan Community College 

How did you become involved with Sunshine Recovery House? 

My very good friend was the founder, it  was her dream and her ,1sion, and she just 

pulled me along. So, 1 jumped in with both feet, and when she assembled the first board 

at that first meeting, she was like, 'I want this to carry on, even if! get hit by a bus, even 

if! go off the rails, even without me: I want the same thing. 2020 really took a lot of 

people off the rails. So, [my friend] stepped back, and somebody had to pick up the ball. 

1 knew at the beginning that this was something bigger than us, and that it was a need 

in Waco - I had to keep going. So here we are trudging along. 

What do you do as a volunteer? 

I don't do it alone. Natasha is our house manager, and she is my right hand; she's the 

day-to-day. She's our executive director, I'm just a chaos coordinator. I help her. She vets 

most of our ladies who come in and I try to stay on top of all the paperwork. We have 

extensively added on and tweaked our guidelines for living here. I do all the shopping for 

cleaning supplies, and I'm here every Monday night for the house meetings. I do 

interviews (when the ladies move i� we do an intake interview). And then, if something 

happens in the middle of the night, they know they can call me. 1 just got off the phone 

'"";th someone who had concerns about her roommate. So. I listen to that. I'm the keeper 

of the mail and the keeper of the keys, and anything that they need for the household, 

like a vacuum cleaner or blankets or whatever, I go get it. 

\\7hat does your work at Sunshine Recovery House mean to you? 

I love Sunshine. It wasn't my baby, but I've been part ofit since the conception and I'm 

committed to staying part of it until God tells me to stop. I'm not a quitter. When I was 

asked to join the board I heard, 'I know you won't walk away even if I get run over by a train, and I want Sunshine to outlast me; from the 

founder. 

I also ·want Sunshine Recovery House to outlast me, but I'm not planning on going anywhere anytime soon. \iVhich is why I don·t want a 

paycheck. Alhough, I could use some compensation, and sometimes I really feel like I'm not cut out for this and maybe someone else could do 
t

a better job. I love our residents. I'm a natural servant and I pour my life into these ladies. I want to hear their stories and serve them with our 

five loaves and two small fish. I want to show them the love of Jesus and the compassion of a forgiving Father, while demonstrating how to 

trust and follow the Holy Spirit. 

WACOAN Magazine Feature on MCC Employee
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6 Total Mentions

Mentions 6 Audience 78,738 Publicity USD $5,582

Jul 11, 2025 3:54 PM EDT Pos. 1

McLennan Community College earns top placements in national NASA competition

MCC was the only two-year college among the winners of the contest, the college
said. WACO, Texas — Students from McLennan Community College (MCC) are
celebrating a stellar success. A team from MCC placed second overall in the NASA
Minority University Research and Education Project (MUREP) Innovative New

Jul 11, 2025 7:18 AM EDT Pos. 2

KWTX News Ten This Morning at 6 am

a big honor for central texas college. chancellor dr. michele j. carter was invited to
the u.s. army war college's national security seminar -- one of just a few civilians
chosen nationwide. she says the experience will help c-t-c continue supporting
service members and their families through education. students at mclennan

Jul 10, 2025 2:00 PM EDT Pos. 3

MCC becomes only community college to earn top honors in NASA competition

WACO, Texas (FOX 44) - Science projects at a community college aren't always
expected to reach beyond the classroom, but that's not the case at McLennan
Community College (MCC). The college says students from various majors
concluded a year-long collaborative research project which developed ideas to

Jul 4, 2025 3:33 PM EDT Neu. 4

Waco colleges working to gauge Pell Grant changes in federal budget bill

... grant was $4,491. Data provided by Baylor University shows 2,354 of its 14,915
undergraduates, or slightly more than 15%, received Pell Grants. Texas State
Technical College's Waco campus reported 1,335 students received Pell Grants last
fall out of an enrollment of more than 11,000 students. McLennan Community

Source KCEN HD Market Temple, TX Type Digital News Category Local

Channel KWTX (CBS) Market Waco, TX DMA: 83 Genre News Program Type Local

Source Everything Lubbock Market Lubbock, TX Type Digital News Category Local

Source Waco Tribune Herald Market Waco, TX Type Digital News Category Local
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Jun 24, 2025 6:17 PM EDT Pos. 5

6 News at 5

mclennan community college is expanding its summer camp program -- it aims to
prevent the summer slide. 6 news attended the math learning lab for first through
second graders. the math lab is one of the twelve new camps running this summer.
mcc says the program provides affordable summer camp options. program

Jun 10, 2025 7:23 PM EDT Pos. 6

KWTX News Ten at Six

mclennan community college kicked off one of four new kids college career
academies it's offering this summer. these career academies are day long sessions
where kids ages five through 12 get a chance to explore different career paths and
connect with real world professionals. today's academy was focused on law
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