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The Vanek triplets excel at McLennan Community College, proving local schools 
can foster STEM dreams. WACO, Texas — Three siblings from Crawford are 
proving that staying close to home doesn't limit academic achievement, as Mason, 
Brady and Grace Vanek prepare to launch their STEM careers after their own
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Enrollment numbers 

MCC President Johnette McKown and Vice President of Finance and Administration 

Mark Harmsen told the board of trustees at its Aug. 4 budget workshop that an 

encouraging uptick in student enrollment for the fall, currently at 6,769 students 

before the start of classes Aug. 25, led them to budget an additional $1.6 million in 

revenue from tuition and fees. 

The proposed budget also projected $14.2 million in state appropriations, an increase 

of $898,687 from last year. 

Harmsen told trustees the major pressures on this year's budget are an 8% increase in 

health care costs, higher sports expenditures due in part to adding volleyball, and 

technology expenses. 

Mental health 

District 4 Trustee Rick'}' Turman expressed concern about a student engagement 

report that indicated 77 students had asked for counseling or mental health support, 

but failed to get it before the last semester's end. Chad Eggleston, vice president for 

instn1ction and student engagement, said some support was available through the 

college's telehealth services, but students did not opt to use it. 

Turman asked for the administration to see if an additional full- or part-time 

counselor would help expand that suppo1t and, if so, if that cost could be factored into 

the 3% raise budgeted for faculty and staff. 

Both board president Earl Stinnett Sr. and Harmsen urged the board to keep 3% 

raises in the proposed budget in addition to the $53.1 million ea.rmarked for salaries 

and benefits. 

District 7 Trustee Dennis Clark cautioned that too much budget cutting could affect 

the college's work in educating and training the new employees needed for the 

county's growing economy. He said taxpayers would recognize the board's work to 

stay with the current tax rate rather than raise it. 

Board members voted 6-o, with Trustee Liz Palacios absent, to recommend 

maintaining the current tax rate. 

A public hearing and final vote to set the tax rate will come at the board's Aug. 26 

meeting. 
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https://www.youtube.com/live/rbLHuqdck2Y?si=zFulOpQ6vAg3jiJk. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
si=huYz7YwgofZnmzSd&v=P4k7Yfmeam4&feature=youtu.be
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