TSIA Exemptions

Texas law (the Texas Success Initiative–TSI) mandates that all Texas public institutions of higher education
shall assess the academic skills of each entering undergraduate student to determine the student´s readiness
to enroll in entry-level freshman academic coursework. To identify and provide diagnostic information about
the reading, writing, and mathematics skills of each student, the MCC Testing Center administers the College
Board Texas Success Initiative Assessment. This test is widely available elsewhere in the state, and students
may test at any convenient testing center as allowed by that local center. For more information, contact the
MCC Testing Center at 254-299-8453, Highlander Central at 254-299-8622, or Advising and Career Services at
254-299-8614.
ALL STUDENTS ADMITTED TO MCLENNAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE THAT DO NOT MEET A TSI EXEMPTION MUST
TAKE THE STATE REQUIRED TSI ASSESSMENT. SCORES FROM THE TSI ASSESSMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY
MCC BEFORE STUDENTS CAN BE ADVISED AND REGISTERED FOR COURSE WORK.
Exemptions, Exceptions, and Waivers (19 TAC 4.54)
The following students shall be exempt from the requirements of Administrative Code Title 19, including the
TSI, whereby exempt students shall not be required to provide any additional demonstration of college
readiness and shall be allowed to enroll in any entry-level freshman course as defined in 19 Administrative
Code 4.53(13):
1. For a period of five (5) years from the date of testing, a student who is tested and performs at or above
the following standards:
a. ACT: composite score of 23 with a minimum of 19 on the English test shall be exempt for both the reading
and writing sections of the TSI assessment, and/or 19 on the mathematics test shall be exempt for the
mathematics section of the TSI assessment; or
b. SAT
i. SAT administered prior to March 5, 2016: a combined critical reading (formerly “verbal”) and
mathematics score of 1070 with a minimum of 500 on the critical reading test shall be exempt for
both reading and writing sections of the TSI assessment; a combined critical reading (formerly
“verbal”) and mathematics score of 1070 with a minimum of 500 on the mathematics test shall be
exempt for the mathematics section of the TSI assessment.
ii. SAT administered on or after March 5, 2016: a minimum score of 480 on the Evidenced-Based Reading
and Writing (EBRW) test shall be exempt for both reading and writing sections of the TSI Assessment;
a minimum score of 530 on the mathematics test shall be exempt for the mathematics section of the
TSI Assessment. There is no combined score.
iii. Mixing or combining scores from the SAT administered prior to March 5, 2016, and the SAT
administered on or after March 5, 2016, is not allowable.
2. For a period of five (5) years from the date of testing, a student who is tested and performs at or above the
following standards that cannot be raised by institutions:
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a. On the eleventh-grade exit-level Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) with a minimum scale
score of 2200 on the mathematics section and/or a minimum scale score of 2200 on the English
language arts section with a writing subsection score of at least 3, shall be exempt from the TSI
assessment required under Title 19 for those corresponding sections; or
b. STAAR end-of-course (EOC) with a minimum Level 2 score of 4000 on the English III shall be exempt from
the TSI assessment required under this title for both reading and writing, and a minimum Level 2 score
of 4000 on the Algebra II EOC shall be exempt from the TSI assessment required under this title for the
mathematics section.
4. A student who has graduated with an associate or baccalaureate degree from an institution of higher education.
5. A student who transfers to an institution from a public, private, or independent institution of higher education
or an accredited out-of-state institution of higher education and who has satisfactorily completed college-level
coursework as determined by the receiving institution.
6. A student who has previously attended any institution and has been determined to have met readiness
standards by that institution. For students meeting non-Algebra intensive readiness standards in mathematics as
defined in 19 Administrative Code 4.59 (relating to determination of readiness to perform entry-level freshman
coursework), institutions may choose to require additional preparatory coursework/interventions for Algebra
intensive courses, including MATH 1314/1324/1414 or their local equivalent. It is the institution’s responsibility
to ensure that students are clearly informed of the consequences of successful completion of a mathematics
pathways model which results in meeting the mathematics college readiness standard only for specific entrylevel freshman mathematics courses.
7. A student who is enrolled in a certificate program of one year or less (Level-One certificates, 42 or fewer
semester credit hours or the equivalent) at a public junior college, a public technical institute, or a public state
college.
8. A student who is serving on active duty as a member of the armed forces of the United States, the Texas
National Guard, or for at least the three-year period preceding enrollment, as a member of a reserve component
of the armed forces of the United States; or
9. A student who on or after August 1, 1990, was honorably discharged, retired, or released from active duty as a
member of the armed forces of the United States or the Texas National Guard or service as a member of a
reserve component of the armed forces of the United States.
10. A student who successfully completes a college preparatory course under Education Code 28.014 is exempt for a
period of 24 months from the date of high school graduation with respect to the content area of the course. The
student must enroll in the student’s first college-level course in the exempted content area in the student’s first
year of enrollment in an institution of higher education. This exemption applies only at the institution of higher
education that partners with the school district in which the student is enrolled to provide the course.
Additionally, an institution of higher education may enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with a
partnering institution of higher education to accept the exemption for the college preparatory course.
Students with a TSI exemption for a college preparatory course who earn less than a C in the students’ first
college level course in the exempted content area must be advised of non-course-based options for becoming
college ready, such as tutoring or accelerated learning.
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